
GIST 
 

A Summary of Twenty Words or Less 
 

After reading the assigned passage, write a sentence or two of no more than 20 words 
that capture the “gist” of what you read. Use the 20 word-size blanks. 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
 
 
With the people at your table, or your partner, consolidate your ideas on what the 
“gist” of the passage is, and then record the agreed upon consensus in one or two 
sentence summary of no more than 20 words. Use the 20 word-size blanks. 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
 
_________________  _________________  _________________ _________________ 
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