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THE TANGRAM
About 4,000 years ago in China there lived a man called, Tan.  Tan had as his greatest possession a fine ceramic tile.  One day while he was carrying it to show the Emperor, he tripped and the tile fell to the floor and smashed into seven pieces.  Tan spent the rest of his life trying to put the tile back together again.  Even though he was unsuccessful in putting the tile together, he did succeed in creating many different geometric shapes and pictures. 

He inadvertently pictured his cat with seven pieces and a pagoda which resembled the one he visited often for meditation.

Tan enjoyed his life and his friends who often came to visit with him and share in the delights of his pictures.  Thus Tan amused himself and his friends into the “sunset years” of his life and even until death.

However, Tan’s puzzle did not die with him.  It was passed on from one generation to the next and from country to country.  Some people eve say it helped ease the restless pacing of Napoleon while he was imprisoned on St. Helena.

The tan gram has been the companion of millions of children through the centuries.

During the last century one has seen the coming of automobile, robots, and rockets.

If we can read the history of the puzzle within the more that 300 designs it hides from all but those who see beyond the square, perhaps we can suppose it likes best to be a gift to someone with an imagination.
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