BASIC SKILLS

Have some of your students come to pre-algebra without number sense, basic number facts and good computation skills? If this is the case, please know that more drill and practice will probably NOT solve the problem for them. Consider the following:

· These students CAN move forward to learn algebra and learn basic skills in the process.

· These students need to experience meaningful mathematics. They should be challenged to think in ways they haven’t experienced before—in most cases, this is THE only solution to an otherwise losing battle.

· If students must use basic skills in the context of interesting and fun activities, they will be more motivated to learn.
· Students should be using calculators, not as a crutch, but as a learning tool. Calculators are part of the world they live in—they should know when and how to use them, and how to question their answers using calculators. 
How does the teacher accomplish the above points?
1. Continue with the prescribed curriculum. Remediation can occur simultaneously. 

2. Use games as frequently as possible. If students must use the numbers appropriately to win, they will learn! (See the sources below). For example, see the Skunk game (an associated link). 
3. Use Cooperative Learning. Students helping students is a powerful model. Research shows that active, on-task, well managed social engagement, increases learning. (For information about managing and directing cooperative learning well, access the cooperative learning link in the teacher resources section of the Web site.)
4. Use hands-on, challenging activities. Give students plenty of opportunities to make sense of the numbers and the math. (See the next few consecutive lessons in this module.)

We recommend the following books as resources for games.

Real Math Cube Games, Level 5, Open Court Publishing Company 

Radical Math, ISBN: 0-9687597, Joanne Currah and Jane Felling, published by BOX CARS & ONE-EYED JACKS, 780-440-6284
