Math Week Fun Projects
All projects done on students’ time and on an individual or group basis.
For any of the projects below, students will write a paragraph describing the mathematics connections in the project or contest. If there is a competition involved the top 5 competitors will submit their paragraphs for judging. The paragraphs will help define the final winners.
1) Math in the World Posters
Create a poster showing the connection between math and science or math and history, etc. Students judge the posters using a scoring rubric. 

2) Egg Drop Contest

Design a container to drop your egg in—no more than 3500 cubic centimeters, weighing no more than 800 grams (container and the egg). Bring your own fresh egg (not boiled-smile). You may not have a parachute attached to your container. 

3) Flying Homemade Kites

Create a kite to fly—compete in the kite flying contest. The kite can be no large than 93 cm tall and 87 cm wide. No purchased kites. 

4) Water Bottle Rocket Contest

Bring a 2 liter bottle. Remove the cap and the plastic ring connected to the cap. Decorate the bottle. The bottle must have rocket features such as a cone on top or fins on the bottom.  Decorated bottles are required for participation. 
5) Mouse Trap Car Contest

Build a car that involves a mouse trap as part of the design. The mouse trap will be used to set the car in forward motion. When the mouse trap is triggered the car MUST go. There will be three categories in which your car can compete. 

· Best designed car

· Fastest car

· The car that can travel the furthest distance

6) Mini-Metric Olympics

The Olympics are here!!  Test your strength to see if you are an Olympian. EVERYONE will get a chance to participate in each Olympic event. The events are listed below.

· Paper Plate Discus

· Plastic Straw Javelin

· Cotton Ball Shot Put

· Right-Handed Sponge Squeeze

· Big Foot Contest

7) Toothpick Bridges

Build a toothpick bridge. There will be two categories in which you can compete in this contest. 1) Best designed bridge. 2) Strongest bridge.

8) Pringle Challenge

You will design and test a container for shipping a single Pringles potato chip via the US Postal Service—the package may not be more than 3” by 5”. Engineer the package to have the smallest volume and smallest mass that will protect the chip so that it arrives at the school undamaged.

Rules and Regulations

1. Use one (regular) Pringles potato chip.

2. No substance may be applied to the chip, or the chip altered in any way. 

3. The chip must be recoverable and edible when received at school.

4. All packages must be sent via the US Postal Service—First Class Mail! (It may be advisable to take them to the post office for stamping.)
5. Package must be clearly labeled with your name and address and with your math teacher’s name and the school address. You may write “fragile” or “handle with care” on the package.

6. Packages must be postmarked by ______________________
9) Catapults
You design a catapult that will launch a gumball. The catapult can be constructed out of any of the following materials: Straws, Popsicle sticks, rubber bands, fabric, light-weight wood, glue, toothpicks, egg cartons, tape, cardboard, hangers, string, balloons, thumb tacks, ¼ inch dowels.
The catapult must be turned in to your math teacher by May 2, 2000. We will test them and have our competition on ____________________

