	LessonTitle: Splitting Bananas                                                      Geo 5.9


	Utah State Core Standard and Indicators Geometry  Standards 4.2  Process Standards 1-5

	Summary

In this lesson, students estimate the volume of a banana. The groups present their methods to the class and then write a comparison about the different groups’ methods.

	Enduring Understanding
Geometry enables us to describe, analyze, and understand our physical world. 
	Essential Questions
How big is a banana?


	Skill Focus

· Irregular volume
	Vocabulary Focus

	Assessment 



	Materials: Bananas, plastic knife or dental floss, construction paper, calculators, rulers or measuring tapes, grid paper, centimeter cubes.

	Launch


	Explore


	Summarize



	Apply




Directions: Remember to post the essential questions. Discuss the essential questions during or at the conclusion of the activity.

Assemble the tools for finding the volume—provide access to the students. Then have them estimate the volume of the banana using only the supplies at their table.

Each group should present their methods and results and write comments and comparisons related to the other groups’ work.
Allow students freedom to come up with their own strategies and then share their processes and solutions.
Geo 5.9


How Much is in a Banana
Use any of the materials on your table to approximate the volume of your banana.

Be prepared to show all your methods and your results.

1) What is your estimate for the volume of the banana (include units)?  ______________

    How did you determine this volume?

2) Comment on each of the other groups’ methods and results.  Compare their strategies 

    and their results to yours.

3) How do you think you could have a more accurate approximation for the volume of  

    the banana?
