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On My Desk:

This is a VERY simple game that requires little preparation. Works well with ‘energetic’ students. 

Directions: 

1. Have one empty desk at the front/center of the room. 

2. Divide the class into about 6 teams (I use the rows they are already in). Everyone needs to be able to get up and out of their desk easily, or else each team needs a ‘runner’. 

3. Everyone takes out a piece of paper and a pencil (calculators are up to you).

4. Write a problem on the overhead- choose short ones (like: Solve 3x + 1 = 16). If you do this game in Geometry, you may want to make an overhead of a worksheet or diagram, to make it faster. 

5. The first person to write down the answer on their paper and hold it up in the air wins a point for their team. I find it helpful to have a student who doesn’t want to play be the scorekeeper/judge to help me watch for the first few papers in the air. If the first one up gets it wrong, go to the next, etc.

6. After every 3 problems or so, say “ON MY DESK, a ___________!” Fill in the blank with any random item at least a couple of students will have with them. Possible items are listed below. The first person to place the item on the empty desk wins a point for their team. This part of the game keeps it interesting, and lets your less-than-stellar students have a chance to win points.  *Girls are usually less aggressive at getting to the desk first, and boys can dominate this part of the game. I solve this by calling out ‘girl’ items, like a hairbrush or lip gloss.

7. Keep playing as long as you want. I suggest bringing a small treat for the winning team. 

8. RULES: To keep that one brilliant kid from dominating the game, I have a rule that after any student gets a point by answering a question, he/she can’t earn another point until someone else ON HIS/HER TEAM does. I also have rules for the ‘On My Desk’ points: NO running and NO throwing. 

Possible ‘On My Desk’ items:

· Calculator

· Mechanical pencil

· Student ID card

· Something gold (red, green etc.)

· Penny (dollar, nickel, etc.)

· Colored pencil

· Highlighter

· Textbook from another class

· A (covered!) math book

· A bobby pin

· Chapstick

· Comb or brush

· Note from a friend

· Musical instrument

· Picture of someone besides themselves

· Wristwatch (necklace, ring, etc.)

· Disclosure statement

· Gum wrapper

· Something that starts with a(n) [any specific letter of the alphabet].

· A reading book

